Student Worksheet 3
Camilo Catrillanca Camilo Catrillanca died on 14 November 2018, after being shot multiple
times in the back by a policeman. The case is still under investigation and several human

rights organizations, activists, and leaders, within and outside of Chile assert that it was an

assassination by sergeant Carlos Alarcón of the special police unit “Comando Jungla”. Since this
is an ongoing investigation, a consensus has not been reached regarding how we should refer

to Catrillanca’s death (death, assassination, execution). The objective of this activity is to analyze
the language used in the article below to refer to this tragedy, published on 3 October 2019 in El
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Mercurio, and to compare and contrast it with the previous articles from this same newspaper. ,

After reading the article, please answer the following questions:
a. Who speaks about Camilo Catrillanca in this article? Identify two people.

b. What is your opinion of the title, reporting the death of Camilo Catrillanca? Do you
think it promotes a particular attitude (in the reader) regarding his death? Which
attitude? Which words (or lack of words) contribute to creating this attitude?

c. How is this tragedy described? Choose three words from the text to explain your
response.

d. What differences do you observe in the attitude of the text on the “Occupation” from
El Mercurio (Worksheet 1), the interview with Aburto Panguilef (Worksheet 2) and this
article regarding Catrillanca’s death?
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e. Create a new title for the newspaper article that, in your opinion, best reflects the news
of Catrillanca’s death. Then, share your title with your peers and explain your choice.

Research Project: Would you like to continue researching this topic?
¿How would you describe the current relationship between Mapuche leaders and
El Mercurio? How are Mapuche political leaders represented in this newspaper? To
approach these questions, do some research by accessing the digital contents
of newspapers. You could search for references to specific Mapuche leaders, who
have received a lot of coverage recently, such as Héctor Llaitul, Celestino Córdova or
Juana Pailallef. Compare what you find here with what you read in the Manuel Aburto
Panguilef’s interview. Identify one point of comparison and one point of contrast.

